Conway Township Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
September 14, 2009
1. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:
Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin called the Conway Township Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was performed.
 
2. Minutes from the August 10, 2009 Meeting:
Minutes from the 8/10/09 meeting were read. John Harless made a motion to accept the minutes, Cindy Dickerson, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 12th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
3. Call To Public:
a)       No response
 
4. Communications:
a)       Dennis Bowdoin reported on an email from McKenna Associates on having local zoning for Locally Undesirable Land Uses, such as landfills, gravel pits, strip clubs and other “LULUS” in a down economy. 
b)       Dennis Bowdoin also reported on a flyer from the Livingston County Health Department on a guide to “Home Septic Systems”
c)       Dennis Bowdoin also reported on a upcoming seminar on Planning and Zoning, September 24th through November 12th, being put on by MSU and Washtenaw County for $350.
 
5. Land Divisions:  Land transfer-McBride.  Mike and Monica McBride of 6375 Hayner Road stated that their bank needed a letter confirming that the land transfer between Andy and Kendra Reighard of 6327 Hayner Road and themselves was in compliance with the Conway Township Zoning Ordinance.  George Pushies made a motion to recommend that the Township Board send a letter to Wells Fargo stating the approval for the land transfer, along with an attached document and supporting surveys from each property owner stating their intent to transfer the property.  John Harless 2nd.  Six in favor; Cindy Dickerson abstained.  Motion passed.
 
6. Old and New Business:
 
a)       Commissioners’ Section Report:
1)       Section 1 – Report of a large deer blind by the cemetery on Owosso Road
2)       Section 2 -- Home broken into and damaged  (no address given); and foreclosed home at Chase Lake and Gregory Road has been bought and in the process of being cleaned up
3)       Section 3 – Two houses on one lot at 6315 Stowe Road; south side of Moyer Road, two barns are in front of the house; and 11975 Moyer Road has no sign permit for sign in front of foster care home
4)       Section 4 – Nothing to report
5)       Section 5 – Break-in at old Wellman house
6)       Section 6 – Junk Mustang car  (no hood, weeds growing up around it) was sitting by driveway at 9563 Marsh Rd; no permit for horse boarding sign located 7604 Hayner Road; need special use permit for trailer with three commercial lawn mowers in front yard at 9834 Marsh Road; having a public auction 9/19/09 at 6424 Sherwood Road; home and yard looks abandoned at 7360 Sherwood Road (yard not mowed); foreclosed home 9611 Marsh Road – looks inhabited.
7)       Section 7 -- Nothing to report
8)       Section 8 – Nothing to report
9)       Section 9 --Brimley and Stowe Roads – junk cars (no address given)
10)    Commissioners were asked to look at non conforming and special uses in their section and add or confirm them to the old list, which was handed out
 
b)       Wind and Turbine Ordinance:  Discussed proposed new ordinance.  Dennis Bowdoin will make corrections for next month’s meeting.
 
c)        Update from Board:  
1)       Zoning Ordinance. Has been approved.  Start date October 1, 2009.
2)       Prices for Zoning Maps and CDs.  Maps $5 per copy.  CDs are $20.
3)       Truth in Taxation Meeting.  Scheduled for September 15, 2009.
4)       Land Division – Mr. Swain.  Was approved.
5)       Grant Road – Pole Barn.  Need variance from Zoning Board of Appeals.
6)       Board had discussion on Special Use Permit fees for home businesses.  Possibility of lowering the amount of the fee in order to encourage more home-based businesses.
 
d)       Garbage Dumping:  When Planning Board Commissioners are checking sections of township keep an eye out for any garbage or junk that has been dumped and let Cindy Dickerson know.
 
e)       Township Attorney recommended that Planning Commission start thinking about listing certain occupations, such as shooting ranges, various home occupations, etc., in the Zoning Ordinance.  Dennis Bowdoin asked the Planning Commissioners to see if we can find anything from other township’s zoning ordinances.
 
7.   Call to the Public:
No response 
 
8.  General Discussion:
a)       Cindy Dickerson reported that a resident had called the Sheriff’s Department about loud music noise from a neighbor and the Sheriff Department recommended that they check with the Township.
 
9.  Adjournment:
         Six residents in attendance.
         Trustee Larry Parsons and Officer Jeff Soli present..
         Board Members present:  Scott Buell, Dennis Sommer, George Pushies, Cindy Dickerson, Dennis Bowdoin, Londa Horton and John Harless.  A motion was made by George Pushies to adjourn, John Harless, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.
 
Respectfully submitted:  Dennis Sommer 
